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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. Claims 4-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

2. Claim 4 recites the limitation "wherein the learning of 
identification codes" in lines 5-6. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being" 
anticipated by King et al . . 

The claimed invention reads on King et al . as follows: 
Regarding claims 10-12, King et al . discloses a system for 
activating an object actuating system (repeater) coupled to a 
movable object (vehicle) (fig. 1) , comprising: at least one user 
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command transmitter manipulable by a person to generate at least 
one signal representing at least one of: an identification 
(frequency) , and a command to send a signal to a repeater to 
open signal to a garage door (paragraph 0019 lines 1-17); and at 
least one repeater receiving signals from the command 
transmitter (paragraph 0019 lines 1-17) , the repeater sending a 
command signal to the object actuating system (garage door 
opener) upon receipt of a valid identification (proper 
frequency) from the command transmitter (paragraph 0019 lines 1- 
17) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-9 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over King et al . in view of Roddy. 

Regarding claims 1-3 and 9, King et al . discloses a process 
for remote communication between a command transmitter (portable 
fob) arid a command receiver operating a garage door (paragraph 
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0019 lines 1-17) , via a command repeater furnished with means 
for receiving signals (paragraph 0019 lines 1-17) , with means 
for sending signals (paragraph 0019 lines 1-17), with a 
processing unit (paragraph 0015 lines 1-14) and with a memory 
(software) (paragraph 0015 lines 1-14) comprising an identifier 
(frequency code) of the command repeater (paragraph 0016 and 
paragraph 0019), which process comprises the following steps: - 
generation and transmission of a signal comprising an identifier 
of the transmitter and a control command (paragraph 0019 lines 
1-17), from the transmitter (2) to the command repeater 
(paragraph 0019 lines 1-17) , reception of this signal by the 
command repeater (paragraph 0019 lines 1-17) , recognition of 
the identifier (proper frequency code) contained in the signal 
(paragraph 0019 lines 1-17) . King et al . differs from claim 1 
of the present invention in that it does not disclose 
modification of the identifier by the command repeater, . 
transmission of a modified signal comprising a modified 
identifier and the command, from the command repeater to the 
command receiver, reception of the modified signal by the 
command receiver, recognition of the modified identifier 
contained in this signal. Roddy teaches a repeater analyze a 
code from a transmitter then generates a new code to open a 
garage door opener (col. 4 lines 47-57). Therefore, it would 
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have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify King et al . with 
modification of the identifier by the command repeater, 
transmission of a modified signal comprising a modified 
identifier and the command, from the command repeater to the 
command receiver, reception of the modified signal by the 
command receiver, recognition of the modified identifier 
contained in this signal in order to open the garage door with 
the proper frequency when the fob transmitter is not properly 
aligned with the frequency of the repeater, as taught by Roddy. 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, King.et al. discloses a process 
for configuring a control device (garage door .opener) (paragraph 
0004 line 1 through paragraph 5 line 12) comprising a command 
transmitter (portable fob) (fig, la number 12) furnished with 
means for sending signals (paragraph 0013 lines 1-9), -a command 
repeater (fig. 1 number 14) furnished with means for receiving 
signals (paragraph 0015 lines 1-16) , with means for sending 
signals (paragraph 0015 lines 1-16) , with a processing unit 
(microprocessor) and with a memory (software) (paragraph 0015 
lines 1-16) and a command receiver (70a) operating a garage door 
(paragraph 0016 lines 1-17) , allowing remote communication 
between the command transmitter and the command receiver via the 
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command repeater (paragraph 0018 lines 1-19) , wherein the 
learning of identification codes comprises a communication 
between the command transmitter and the command repeater 
(paragraph 0016 lines 3 through paragraph 0019 lines 1-6) , on 
the one hand, and a communication between the command repeater 
and the command receiver (paragraph 0019 lines 1-6) . King et 
al. differs from claim 4 of the present invention in that it 
does not disclose the identification codes of the command 
transmitter and of the command repeater being different. Roddy 
teaches a trainable transmitter that transmits digital codes to 
try to match codes of a former transmitter 24a that wirelessly 
connects to a repeater that opens a garage opener (col. 3 line 
49 through col. 4 line 16) . Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify King et al . with the identification 
codes of the command transmitter and of the command repeater 
being different in order to replace the garage door opener 
portable fob with a universal transmitter in case the portable 
fob is lost or stolen, as taught by Roddy. 

Regarding claims 6 and 7, King et al . discloses the 
repeater is deployed in a vehicle (paragraph 0015 lines 1-2) . 
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Regarding claim 8, King et al. discloses the repeater is 
provided with a user interface allowing input of a code (fig. la 
numbers 36,38 and 40). 

Regarding claim 13/ King et al . discloses a system as 
discussed supra in claims 10 and 12 above. King et al. differs 
from claim 4 of the present invention in that it does not 
disclose the identification codes of the command transmitter and 
of the command repeater being different. Roddy teaches a system 
(fig. 1) comprising a trainable transmitter that transmits 
digital codes to try to match codes of a former transmitter 24a 
v that wirelessly connects to a repeater that opens a garage 
opener (col. 3 line 49 through col. 4 line 16). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify King et al . with the 
identification codes of the command transmitter and of the 
command repeater being different in order for the system to 
replace the garage door opener portable fob with a universal 
transmitter in case the portable fob is lost or stolen, as 
taught by Roddy. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Willmott (WO 
92/01979) discloses a remote actuating apparatus. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Keith T. 
Ferguson whose telephone number is (571) 272-7865. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 6:30am-4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, William Trost can be 
reached on (571) 272-7872. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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